
 

 

EU Forced Labor Ban – Undebatable cause 

EUROALLIAGES, the European association representing ferro-alloys and silicon producers, welcomes 

the Commission’s proposal for regulation on an EU forced labor ban mechanism and urges the 

European Parliament and Member States to accelerate its adoption and implementation. 

The European Union must act now to prohibit imports of goods and sales originating from forced labor. 

The tendency to buy cheap products should be carefully evaluated by EU trade policies where social 

and environmental sustainability must play a role. Cheap and unsustainable products flooding the 

Union market come at a price on social and ethical values, infringed by forced labor and slavery 

activities. All the above jeopardizes Europe’s position as a leader for both environmental sustainability, 

in the context of the European Green Deal, and social sustainability.  

Forced labor is a violation of human rights in international law. Currently, 28 million people are subject 

to forced labor. According to Global Slavery Index1, the manufacturing of solar panels comes fourth in 

the product categories exposed to forced labor practices after electronics, garments, and palm oil. This 

is directly linked to the production of silicon and polysilicon, which is used as an input by the solar 

industry.  In 2023 and according to an independent expert source, around 37% of the total Chinese 

silicon production capacities are located in the Xinjiang province where Uyghurs are being exploited. 

Back in 2020, Chinese capacities were already around 7Mt, since that date silicon capacities kept 

expanding and an additional 6Mt are scheduled before 2025. In the past ten years the vast majority of 

expansions have taken place in the Xinjiang region. On top, several environmental concerns are tightly 

linked to the Xinjiang region, i.e., the usage of coal as the main power source to produce silicon. To be 

noted that the Xinjiang region is the country’s largest resources of coal, oil, and gas. 

EUROALLIAGES supports the European Parliament’s proposal about introducing a list of potential high-

risk geographical areas and sectors where it is certain that human rights violations are exercised. 

Unless proven otherwise, imported goods from these regions should be banned from entering the 

European market. The list of areas should be thoroughly established, as goods originating in the 

Xinjiang region can be exported from any other Chinese region or bought from nearby countries, e.g. 

India, Mongolia. Transparency and traceability are key especially when dealing with non-market 

economies, most of all because third party audits are not allowed. The list should be a definitive tool 

to prevent the entry of products made with forced labor. EUROALLIAGES strongly advocates for the 

Xinjiang region to be included in the list where silicon is produced with forced labor2. The list should 

be extended to product categories under the same value chain coming from this region, e.g. solar 

panels.  

EUROALLIAGES also highlights the importance of having social and environmental parameters 

considered under trade measures such as customs and anti-dumping duties. Market access to goods 

originating from regions with high risk of human rights violations should always be questioned. On top 

of being ethically wrong, it harms the competitiveness of European producers as they must compete 

with prices, in most cases below costs, at the expense of basic human rights. We support the 

introduction of related criteria in the (green) public procurement where products made with forced 

labor shall be excluded from being listed in auctions or tenders.  

 
1 Global Slavery Index 
2 See Annex I. 

https://www.walkfree.org/global-slavery-index/


 

The European silicon production is the most environmental and climate friendly, worldwide with a 

carbon footprint of 7.03 t of CO2 eq/ t of silicon produced. The carbon footprint of Chinese silicon is 

twice as much as the European silicon and associated with human rights concerns. These two aspects 

of sustainability should be a clear guide to support and expand the European-based domestic 

production of silicon in line with the goals of the Green Deal, especially the decarbonisation of 

production and the deployment of solar panels across the EU.  

Human rights are not to be debated and products made with forced labor should be banned from 

entering the European market and being used by Europeans. This should apply globally, for that 

EUROALLIAGES supports a simple approach similar to the UFLPA3 law in the US which fully bans 

products originating from the Xinjiang region.  

 

About Us:  
 
EUROALLIAGES is the European association of Ferroalloys and Silicon producers, representing more 
than 95% of the sector in Europe. These companies produce Ferromanganese, Ferro-silicomanganese, 
Ferrochromium, Ferromolybdenum, Ferrosilicon, Silicon metal, and Calcium-silicon alloys and 
Ferronickel. The European ferro-alloys and silicon sector has a long European history in delivering 
essential inputs for the European economy, forming an integrated part of strategic value chains. Our 
industry is the iron, steel, aluminium, and chemicals industries’ first supplier. European Silicon 
producers also provide the electronic and solar industries with elements essential to their 
manufacturing process, offering the highest qualities of products with the lowest carbon footprint 
worldwide.  
 

Contact: Inés Rodero Manso, Trade Manager, rodero@euroalliages.be  
Haifa Ghattas, Sustainability Policy Officer, ghattas@euroalliages.be 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act 

http://www.euroalliages.com/
mailto:ghattas@euroalliages.be
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/trade/uyghur-forced-labor-prevention-act-statistics#:~:text=The%20Uyghur%20Forced%20Labor%20Prevention,produced%20by%20certain%20entities%2C%20is


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex I – Extract from 

 

State Support for the Chinese Industrial Silicon Sector 
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